Statement on Tobacco Control

By the Alliance for Global Cancer Control

We, the signatories of the Alliance for Global Cancer Control, wholeheartedly accept our responsibility as medical, nursing, scientific, public health, and private sector professionals, to strive towards worldwide implementation of the World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  For the reduction of the cancer burden and for the benefit of future generations, we call upon governments, civil society, health professionals and associations, the private sector, and the media to lend their full support to the implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

We recognize that tobacco use is the single largest preventable cause of cancer in the world today1.  Tobacco kills 4.9 million people every year and is responsible for one in three cancer deaths2. If current smoking patterns persist, there will be about 1 billion deaths resulting from tobacco use during the twenty-first century, compared to 100 million tobacco-related deaths during the twentieth century3.  Well over a billion people are addicted to tobacco4, and most begin using tobacco as children and adolesents5. Exposure to second-hand smoke constitutes a significant cancer and general health risk6.  700 million children, almost half of all children worldwide, live in a home with a smoker7. 

The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control is the first health treaty negotiated under the auspices of the WHO by its Member States and proposes a global response to an epidemic that is entirely preventable.  The treaty was adopted by consensus in May 2003 by the World Health Assembly and has already been signed by 47 WHO Member States and by the European Union. The ratification and rapid implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control will reduce the number of deaths from cancer and from 45 other tobacco-related diseases.
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